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Art Unit: 2635 

Examiner Response 

1. In response to applicant's amendment filed 4-1-05, all the 
amendments to the specification and claims have been entered. 
The examiner has considered the new presentation of claims and 
applicant ' s arguments in view of the disclosure and the present 
state of the prior art- And it is the examiner's opinion that 
the claims are unpatentable for the reasons set forth in this 
Office action: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 & 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-2, 6-9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Molee (US 5267756) or Zorab 
(US20030177095 or WOOl/99063) in combination with Shoshani (US 
3833795) . 

Molee discloses an authentication system and method in 
which consumer (customer) communicates (by telephone) a product 
code from a tag (hologram) on a product purchased by the 
consumer to an authentication agency (database or list) that 
indicates authenticity of the product. See col. 2 line 4 col. 3 
line 2 . 

Zorab discloses an authentication system and method in 
which a consumer communicates (by computer form/ screen) a 
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product code (validation reference) from a tag on a product 
(item) purchased by the consumer to an authentication agency 
(central authentication database) that indicates authenticity of 
the product- See paragraphs 0018-0024 and 0076 of the US 
Publication and corresponding paragraphs of the PCT document. 

Shoshani discloses means and method to authenticate objects 
using a pair of numbers (identification number and control 
number) corresponding to the claimed identification number and 
product code. The pair of numbers are read from an object and 
communicated to an authentication computer storing associated 
pairs of numbers for comparison and indication of authenticity. 
If the control number corresponding to the read identification 
number matches the read control number, the item is authentic. 
The numbers may be visible or not visible and may be read by 
humans. The control number may be changed so authentication 
code is only used once. This increases security against 
counterfeiting. See col. 1 line 1 - col. 3 line 60. 

Regarding claims 1, 7 and 11, one time use would have been 
obvious in view of the "not used again" in col. 2 lines 18-20 of 
Molee, the "authentic, unless the VR has already been registered 
elsewhere" in paragraph 0024 of Zorab and "modifying the control 
number each time the authenticity of an object is checked" in 
col. 3 lines 46-54 of Shoshani to further increase the 
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difficulty of counterfeiting. Updating the master list with 
another and "different" random number in col. 3 lines 55-60 of 
Shoshani corresponds to the new limitation of deleting added in 
the last line of claim 7. 

Regarding claims 1-2, 8 and 11, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have included in Molee or Zorab the communication of 
a pair of numbers corresponding to identification number and 
product number to the authentication agency as disclosed in 
Shoshani to increase security. 

Regarding claim 6, authentication response indicator is 
provided in col. 2 lines 49-56 of Molee, paragraph 0076 of Zorab 
and at least suggested by col. 3 lines 19-28 of Shoshani. 

Regarding claim 9, hidden would have been obvious in view 
of the alternative "visible or not visible" in Shoshani. 
4. Claims 3 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Molee (US 5267756) or Zorab 
(US20030177095 or WOOl/99063) in combination with Shoshani (US 
3833795) as applied above in view of Young (US 6591252) or 
Goldman (US 4191376) . Young discloses authentication apparatus 
and method with product code obscured by packaging or tamper 
proof removable seal or scratch of material in col. 7 lines 9- 
12 . Goldman discloses an analogous art authentication apparatus 
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and method with product code 18 concealed by a scratch of strip 
20 in col- 5 line 33 - col- 6 line 43 and col- 10 line 44 - 
col. 11 line 11. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
included in the combination applied above the product code 
concealed by a removable stripe as disclosed in Young or Goldman 
to further increase the difficulty of counterfeiting. 

Response to Arguments 
5- Applicant's arguments filed 4-1-05 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive and/or are moot in view 
of the new ground (s) of rejection. 

The argument that Molee and Zorab lack one time use is not 
persuasive because Shoshani teaches a control number that may be 
changed after each authentication check so authentication code 
is only used once. This increases security against 
counterfeiting. See col. 3 lines 46-60. 

Regarding claims 1-2, 6-9 and 11, applicant argues that 
Shoshani is not analogous art because the reference is 
specifically directed to sequentially numbered objects which is 
completely different from ordinary products traded in commerce. 
This argument is not persuasive because col. 1 lines 8-22 and 
col. 2 lines 17-22 of Shoshani disclose objects that are 
"produced" and are therefore products, such as stock 
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certificates, cheques or paper currency that are traded in 
commerce. Col. 1 lines 29-33 of Shoshani also refers to bank 
notes received by commercial establishments that corresponds to 
trading in commerce. Also, the products of Molee and Zorab 
include identification numbers that ordinarily include serial 
numbers as indicated by the serial number above label 3 0 in 
figure 4 of Molee, resulting in a product that is a "serially 
numbered" object. Further, Shoshani is analogous art because 
the patent is pertinent to the problem of counterfeiting. 

Regarding claims 1-2, 6-9 and 11, applicant argues that 
there is no motivation, suggestion or teaching to combine Molee 
or Zorab with Shoshani. This argument is not persuasive because 
all the patents are directed to authenticating objects to 
prevent or detect counterfeiting and Shoshani provides the 
specific motivation, suggestion or teaching in col. 3 lines 46- 
60 that it is possible to increase security against 
counterfeiting by providing a control number that is modified 
after each time the authenticity of an object is checked. 

Applicant argues that dependent claims 3 and 10 are 
allowable for the same reasons as the independent claims. This 
argument is not persuasive for the same reasons applied above to 
claims 1-2, 6-9 and 11. 
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Conclusion 

6, Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706 -07 (a) . Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact an Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) representatives at 703-305-3028 or toll 
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free at 866-217-9197 between the hours of 6 a.m. and midnight 
Monday through Friday EST, or by e-mail at ebc@uspto.gov. The 
Patent EEC is a complete customer service center that supports 
all Patent e-business products and service applications. 
Additional information is available on the Patent EEC Web site 
at http : //www. uspto .gov/ebc/index. html . 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the 
Technology Center 2600 receptionist at (571) 272-2600. 

Facsimile submissions may be sent via fax number (703) 872- 
9306 to customer service for entry by technical support staff. 
Questions regarding fax submissions should be directed to 
customer service voice line (703) 306-0377. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Edwin C. 
Holloway, III whose telephone number is (571) 272-3058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:00) . If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner' s supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 
(571) 272-3068. 
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EDWIN C. HOLLOWAY, III 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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